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ihe 18 Chapters off Art of\Aar by Sunzi
(FhFrEiZ) +=K
I Strategic Assessments
I Waging War
I Attack by Stratagem
AV Disposition of Military Strength
\/ Use of Energy
VI Weakness and Strength
VII Maneuvering
Vil Variation of Tactics
IX On the March
X Terrain
XI The Nine Varieties of Ground
XI1 Attack by Fire
X1 Use of Spies
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0 Assessment

Main idea: making assessment on

yourself as well as the enemy, and
assessing the enemy’s situation and

create conditions for victory.
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1. To understand war and attach great

Importance to war
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g Assessment

2. To win war through comprehensive
assessment on various factors with
“the way” as the priority.
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3. To take highlighting

“advantages” as the basic

means of win victory
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Chapter One, Making Assessment

%_

4. He makes full assessment of the
situation i1s more likely to win.
He who makes insufficient
assessment of the
situation is less likely to win.
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Main idea: what Is important in war Iis

quick victory,
not prolonged operations
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1. War Is of huge consumption
—. FHEEEX

2.\What Is important in war
IS quick victory
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3. To commandeer provisions from the
enemy territory and boost one’s own
strength in the process of
overpowering the enemy
=. ERTH, MR

4, Generals shoulder heavy and major
responsibilities

M. BINPEXFIE
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Main idea: to win with wisdom

and stratagem
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Chapter Three Attacking by Stratagem

1. The best policy of defeating the
enemy Is to win a complete victory
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) Chapter Three Attacking by Stratagem
B=. FRE

2. The best method of attacking by

stratagem is taking all
under heaven with his

“whole and intact strategy”
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Chapter Three Attacking by Stratagem

3. The best leadership is unity between
the sovereign

and commander
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) Chapter Three Attacking by Stratagem
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4. The best way of win victory Is based

on awareness of
the five factors determining
the outcome of war

M. iRREZE , LEHAF




Chapter Four Disposition (Xing

Main idea: to accumulate combat
strength and make oneself invincible
and then subdue the enemy by finding
opportunity
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1. To win assured victory after make

oneself Invincible
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2. The policy of win victory Is to

seek victory by cultivating
the way and strengthening rules
and regulations
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Chapter Four Disposition (xing

3. The weaker side will be defeated by
the stronger side and
outcome of war Is determined by
comparison of strength
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Main idea: to give full play to the
military strength and attack the
enemy with the most efficient way
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1. To pay high attention to
the four key links

—. B4 MBEAIFT




2. To combine the use of gi and zheng
tactics and win victory
with flexible tactics
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3. It Is necessary to create a good

posture which provides one with an

Irresistible momentum and when he
attacks, It 1s with lightning speed
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4. One who is skilled at directing war
IS able to select the right man and
exploit the situation

M. FAMES




Main idea: to avoid the enemy’s strong

points and seeking
out his weak points




1. To gain initiative over

the enemy and avoid being

moved by the enemy
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2. Method of avoiding the enemy’s
strong points and seeking

out his weak points
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5875, FESCRR

3. There is no fixed pattern in the use of

tactics In war, so It Is necessary to win

the war

oy modifying the tactics In

CCOrca

ance with the changing
enemy situation
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1. Being clear about the relations

between “tortuous and direct”,

between adversity and advantage
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2. Troop maneuvering can be

a source of both advantage
and disaster
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3. To know the restrictive factors and

follow the principles of action
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4. To keep abreast of the situation In

the battlefield and grasp the priorities

of contending to gain the initiative
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Main idea: acting according to the

circumstances and being flexible

In the use of troops
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1. To know the advantages of five
different terrains and the art

of varying tactics
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2. The wise commander, in his
deliberations, will take into
account both the favorable

and unfavorable factors
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3. To take preventive measures and

precautions averts perils
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4. Attaching great importance to the
professionalism of the commander
and advice the commander
to overcome the five
weakness of character

M. PPREFRZE , %k "hfe” 2F
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Main idea: to position troops in light of

geographical conditions and assess the
enemy In accordance to the situation
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1. Ways to position troops in four

different situations
—. LFEME

2. Thirty two ways of assessing

the enemy
—. BES=1=F
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3. The strength of an army does not lie

IN mere numbers
=. EERZ

4 . A commander must win the soldiers
over by treating them humanely and
keep them In line with strict
military discipline
M, "X, ®"ia



Main idea: advantageous terrain can be

a natural ally in battle
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1. A commander must know the six
rules governing the
use of terrain

—. "ZiE , BuEZ
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2. A commander must thoroughly
examine the six ways to

certain defeat
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3. Superior military leadership
lies in the ability to assess the
enemy’s situation and create

conditions for victory
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4. Know your enemy and know
yourself, victory will not be at risk;
know both heaven and earth, and
victory will be complete
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Main idea: in offensive operation,

a commander must thoroughly
look Into the different handling

of the nine kinds of regions and
the vagaries of human nature
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1. To thoroughly look into the
different handling of the
nine Kinds of regions




2. To move Into action when 1t is to the

advantage of the commander and
speed should be the overriding
consideration

=. G¥ifozh , FeStHE




enemy territory, t
cohesion of your troo

nenetrate Into
ne greater the

0s and only when
you plunge them into places where
there i1s no way out will
they fight to stay alive
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4. A commander should try to make
the strong and the weak achieve a
uniform level of courage and make

the best use of both the high
and low-lying grounds
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5. It Is the responsibility of the

commander to be calm and
Inscrutable, to be impartial and strict

In enforcing discipline
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6. Being flexible when you decide your

movements, ever ready to revise them
according to the changing

posture of the enemy
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Malin idea: to support offensive

operation with fire
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1. There are five targets for an attack

with fire and a commander should
employ them according
to clircumstances
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2. Using fire to assist in attacks can

produce notable results, using the
method of iInundation can make
the attacks more powerful

=. PAKBIEX , KBRKE



BH=. K=

3. War Is merciless and a wise sovereign
should approach

the question of war with
utmost caution

=. KREE, BEEE




FT=. BER

Main idea: to know the enemy by

using spies
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1. To conguer the enemy at every
move depends on the men who

know enemy situation

—. EfBEA , LEVFA




2. Types and methods
of using spies

=. BEMRIAZE




3. Requirements on

the use of spies

=. AHERYER
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